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Subpart F—Occupational Safety
and Health Committees

§1960.36 General provisions.

(a) The occupational safety and
health committees described in this
subpart are organized and maintained
basically to monitor and assist an
agency’s safety and health program.
These committees assist agencies to
maintain an open channel of commu-
nication between employees and man-
agement concerning safety and health
matters in agency workplaces. The
committees provide a method by which
employees can utilize their knowledge
of workplace operations to assist agen-
cy management to improve policies,
conditions, and practices.

(b) Agencies may elect to establish
safety and health committees meeting
the minimum requirements contained
in this subpart. Where such commit-
tees are not established or fail to meet
the minimum requirements established
by the Secretary, the Secretary is au-
thorized by section 1-401(i) of Execu-
tive Order 12196 to conduct unan-
nounced inspections of agency work-
places when the Secretary determines
them necessary.

§1960.37 Committee organization.

(a) For agencies which elect to uti-
lize the committee concept, safety and
health committees shall be formed at
both the national level and, for agen-
cies with field or regional offices, at
appropriate levels within the agency.
To realize exemption from unan-
nounced OSHA inspections, an agency
must form a committee at the national
level and at any establishment or
grouping of establishments that is to
be exempt, keeping the Secretary ad-
vised of the locations and activities
where such committees are func-
tioning.

(1) The principal function of the na-
tional level committee shall be to con-
sult and provide policy advice on, and
monitor the performance of, the agen-
cy-wide safety and health program.

(2) Committees at other appropriate
levels shall be established at agency es-
tablishments or groupings of establish-
ments consistent with the mission, size
and organization of the agency and its
collective bargaining configuration.

§1960.37

The agency shall form committees at
the lowest practicable local level. The
principal function of the establishment
(or local) committees is to monitor and
assist in the execution of the agency’s
safety and health policies and program
at the workplaces within their jurisdic-
tion. Any dispute over the meaning of
the term ‘‘appropriate levels” shall be
resolved by the Secretary.

(b) Committees shall have equal rep-
resentation of management and non-
management employees, who shall be
members of record.

(1) Management members of both na-
tional level and establishment level
committees shall be appointed in writ-
ing by the person empowered to make
such appointments.

(2) Nonmanagement members of es-
tablishment level committees shall
represent all employees of the estab-
lishment and shall be determined ac-
cording to the following rules:

(i) Where employees are represented
under collective bargaining arrange-
ments, members shall be appointed
from among those recommended by the
exclusive bargaining representative;

(ii) Where employees are not rep-
resented under collective bargaining
arrangements, members shall be deter-
mined through procedures devised by
the agency which provide for effective
representation of all employees; and

(iii) Where some employees of an es-
tablishment are covered under collec-
tive bargaining arrangements and oth-
ers are not, members shall be rep-
resentative of both groups.

(3) Nonmanagement members of na-
tional level committees shall be deter-
mined according to the following rules:

(i) Where employees are represented
by organizations having exclusive rec-
ognition on an agency basis or by orga-
nizations having national consultation
rights, some members shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the terms of
collective bargaining agreements and
some members shall be selected from
those organizations having consulta-
tion rights, and

(ii) Where employees are not rep-
resented by organizations meeting the
criteria of paragraph (b)(3)(i) of this
section, members shall be determined
through procedures devised by the
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